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‘Sick’ hospital ready to serve

B By Annie Freeda Cruez

anniefc@nst.com.my

KUALA LUMPLIR, Sat. — Af-
ter a long wait and a4 RM11.5
million Lill Tor decontamina-
Liun work, the Sultan lsmail
inlist Hospital in Pandan,
ready Lo re-open.
O-bed hospital, buill
al a cost off RMS57.8 million,
began operations in July 2004
with the opening of the outpa-
tient  department and the
havmaodinlysis centre,

Two months later, it was
closed becanse ol Eunp,gdinl't‘.u«
Litw,

Works Minister Datuk Seri
] aid Lhe hospital

W |'|I\.\-\ .

“The hos
ronment micr
are under control,

he told Ihl'

New Sunday Times.

Only three Noors of the hos-
pital would initially be opened.

Members of the Public Audit
Committee visited the hospital
in December last year and
were satisfied with the decon-
tamination work done by Ger-
mguard Technologies (M) Sdn
Bhd

Samy Vellu said the treated
surfaces would not have mi-
crobial growth, mould and
mildew odours provided they
were maintained in a reason-
ably clean condition.

The-swork by (
Technologies, carvied oul be-
tween April 15 and July 30 last
year, comes with a two-year
warranty.

Samy Vellu said the compa-
ny handed the hospital to the
Public Works Department on

rmguard

Aug 14 last year.
The Health Ministry ook
ssession of the hospital on

Although there are indica-
tions that the hospital would
re-open soon, the date has yet
Loy ber ﬁill.’ltﬁ[l]i'i'd

Samy Vellu said a mainte-
nance  programme,  which
started on Aug 15 last year,
would continue until Aug 14
nextyear.

He said the relative humidi-
ty and temperature in air-con-
ditioned spaces in the hospital
would be monitored 24 hours
a day and monthly reports
would be submitted o the
PWI.

The Sultan Ismail Specialist
Haspital is the second largest
hospital in Johor alter the Sul-
tanah Aminah Hospital.

Busting the microbes

B By Theresa Manavalan
theresam@nst com.my

KUALA LUMPUR, Sal. — Ten
million sguare Feet — thad was
the: surfaee area decontami
nabed il Lhe Sulian smail Spe-
i Huspital.
Lineluded foors, walls,
. duets, vents and -
merous other unseen surlaees
invthe huilding.

The decontamination work
ted  over  Tour
months, starting in April,

1 bergran with Killing the lun
i that had inlested the build-

1 i tments n
ion,
i [rom

<IH|('II\ and earthworks in
the vicinily of the: hospital and
ils sproad were aided by the
hot, humid conditions inside
|||| Duileling.

“Ihis was Tollowed by for-
wnls and men-
s ol microbial pres-
sitid Kailash Sheth, ex-
director of Germguared
nologies Sdn Bhd, the
company assigned o decon-
tuninate  the  hospital  last
year

‘Wi conlinue o monitor
and measure U ade gualily
and microbial presence with
vitrions tests.”
Gerniguard

leehnologies

specialises in the  relatively
new field known as building
disgrnostics and remediation.
it the  biological

conunination ol indoor
and other issues thal

ribute o “sick  building
syndrome”.

For the Sultin smail Hospi-
tal, the company used the
Aegis Microbe Shield which is
a clear polymer layer applied
L building sur such as

walls that contained biocide

Phe shield holds up the bio-
cide for long periods and al
lowes no leaching, The shicld

SATISH: !H'Ipfn\«’t’ air quality

altracls microbes and rup-
tures cell membranes,

This causes a physical death
of the microbes, giving it no
elinee W evalve or re

Fhe  treatment carries a
lwo-year  warranty.  len
staffers will remain on sile at
the hospital until the end of the
warranly period o conlinue
momitoring, making observa-
tions and ing the build-
ing technicians.

The sole intention of |n|

proving induor air (gual;L\
o reduce inle !
deaths, said Lsul!\h Bakhda,
principal consultant of Aegis
Asia Pte Lud, the indoor envi-
ronmental  specialist — frm
based in Singapore.

“Lower productivily and in-
creased mild dlnesses such as
Mus and colds are now
well-studied phenomenon in
sick buildin id Salish.

“In some . workers
are. reporting ous  ail-
maents, especially asthma.

“Building owners who have
addressed the microbial infes-
Litlion are reporting improve-
ment in their workers” health”

Indoor air  quality has
spurned a billion-dollar busi-
ness inoair filers, ozone ma-

WHITE: Review constantly

KAILASH: Monitor closely

chines, UV light busters and
rious mechanical filters that
aim to clean the air,
Not all work, some are ac-
tuadly harmful,” Satish said.
Buildings can be
isease, according o Curlis
co-inventor of the
Aegis ’\:‘ch robe Shield.

“We don’t usually think of

structures that way. These are
nol ju sual patterns of in-
lections

“In a building's life, its use
and oceupation needs to be re-
viewed every five years or so”
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PROFESSOR WANG GUNGWU

Director, East Asian Institute

Professor, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences,

National University of Singapare,

A Ph.D from Lond

Professor of Histor

Eastern History, Australian National University; Visiting Felloy
All Souls College, Oxford University and Vice-Cl

University of Hong Kong.

UNDERSTANDING CHINA'S PRESENT ECONOMIC
TRANSFORMATION

Because China's rapid economic g

of us may forget that China took 1

to get her economic act together. Wang Gungh

will look at China's Long March toward the mark

was adopted and the vast energies it has unleashed. He
problems that rapid growth has created and the challenges facing China
moves into th

Opium War onwards)
inent China scholar,

156 February 2006

5 p.m. sharp

Lecture Theatre 6, 4th Floor, Sunway University College,
No. & Jalan Kolej, Bandar Sunway, Petaling Jaya

ALL ARE INVITED. ADMISSION IS FREE. BECAUSE SEATS ARE LIMITED, BOOK EARL

For further information and registration, pl cantact Marilyn / Jacqueline at.
Tel: 03 - 7491 8622 ext: 8141 /8172 Fax: 03 - 5635 8633 E-mail; marilynj@sunway.edu.my



